
Step by Step with Jesus:   

A Journey Toward More Abundant Life for All 

Opening Our Ears 

 

Invocation 
Jesus Christ, we continue our Lenten remembrance of 

your time in the wilderness.  We remember that you 
prayed and listened for God’s voice.  Be with us now and 

open our ears so we can hear what the hungry want us to 
know.  Walk with us during this Lenten Journey and help 

us to be changed and to bring change in the world. 
 

Confession 
You know us, Lord.  You know that even when we ask 

questions, we already think we know the answers.  Or we 
jump to try and fix things without understanding all the 

circumstances.  Teach us to really hear what those in 
need want us to know.  Teach us to really hear what you 

want us to know.  Give us ears to hear the way to let you 
into our lives so that we can be changed.  

 
Gospel Luke 13:31-35 
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, 

"Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you." He 
said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am 

casting out demons and performing cures today and 
tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet 

today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, 
because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside 

of Jerusalem.' Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often 

have I desired to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 

willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you 
will not see me until the time comes when you say, 

'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'"  
 



Prayer 
Leader: Creator God, give us ears to hear 

what your people need us to hear. 
People: Walk with us, Lord, and show us the 

way. 
Leader: Jesus, help us to listen with love and 

compassion to every person who hungers – 
whether for food or for company or for peace. 

People: Walk with us, Lord, and show us the 
way. 

Leader: Holy Spirit, give us a new melody.  A 
new song that we can listen to, which will 

change us and invigorate us and inspire us. 
People: Walk with us, Lord, and show us the 

way. 
 

A time to be still 
You are invited into a time of silence. 

Bring color to what was black and white. 
Walk with Jesus through the Labyrinth of your ear. 

Consider how you might hear things in a new way with God’s help. 
(When “walking” a paper labyrinth, trace the way to the middle, pause in prayer, and then trace the 
way out.) 

 
A blessing 

May God bless our ears. 
May they hear what the hungry need us to know. 

May they hear the cry of God’s people for unity. 
May they hear plans of change. 
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