
MAY 31 WORSHIP
PENTECOST SUNDAY

INVOCATION
L: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP (written by David Eck)
L: Many gods call for us to pay attention to them,
C: but only one God is worthy of our worship and praise.

L: Some gods come in shiny packages with expensive advertising campaigns,
C: but only one God is the Light of the World.

L: Some gods make promises they cannot keep,
C: but only one God is faithful and everlasting.

L: Let us worship the Eternal One who created us and calls us "beloved."
C: We worship the God of Abraham and Sarah who is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy, all the saints adore thee
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee
Which wert and art and evermore shalt be

Holy, holy, holy, though the darkness hide thee
Though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee
Perfect in pow’r, in love and purity

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
 (Public Domain, arr. Anne Schwabland)

TRINITY BLESSING
God beyond us, God beside us, God within us, bless us now.
Our Creator, Loving Savior, Holy Wisdom, bless us now.



2. Make us one.  3. Give us peace.
      Words & Music by David Wilson Eck. Copyright © 2007. Used by permission.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (written by David Eck)
L: The Lord is with you. C: And also with you.

L: Let us pray...Holy Trinity,
C: You come to us in many forms so that we might know your great love for us. 
Be our Creator, our loving Savior, and our Holy Wisdom, both now and always. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON—Genesis 1:1-5, 24-31
This is how God brought the heavens and the earth into being. Before this happened, 
there was nothing, absolutely nothing but God. The universe was a sea of 
nonexistence, a dark void of empty space. Then the Holy Spirit started stirring things up, 
like a bird flapping its wings. In the midst of this energetic swirl, God's voice thundered, 
"Let's turn on the lights." And Word brought light into being. God named the light "Day," 
and the darkness "Night." This is how evening and morning were created. 

Several Days later, after Sky, Space, Land, Sea, Plants, Sun and Moon were created, 
God spoke, the Spirit fluttered her wings, and Word brought animals into being that filled 
the Sky, Land and Sea. God looked around and said, "That's good!"

Then God said to Spirit and Word, "Let's make humans who are a reflection of our 
image, who bear a family resemblance. They will be benevolent caretakers of all the 
animals." This is how humans were created, as an artistic impression of their Creator. 
God blessed them and reminded them their job description was to be benevolent 
caretakers and wise stewards of all the animals and plants on planet Earth.

Then God, Spirit and Word took one last look at everything they had created and said, 
"That's very good! Very good, indeed!" The first week came to an end with a day for 
Sabbath rest which is why it's so important for us to do the same. [paraphrase by David 
Eck]

PSALM 8
Refrain: Creator God, we praise your name
In ev’ry land throughout the earth.

L: Eternal One, Ruler of our Hearts,
Your character is widely known both near and far. 
You shine brilliantly!
C: Babies gurgle and coo your praises.  
They silence the naysayers and atheists
And proclaim your power. R. 



L: Every time we look at the marvels of creation,
The shimmering moon and twinkling stars,
It makes us wonder why you pay attention to us?
Why you claim us as your own?
C: Yet, we also know that our existence is miraculous.
We are made in your image,
And are fit places for you to dwell. R.

L: You have put us in charge of creation
And called us to be caretakers of all animals,
Both wild and domestic.
C: You have called us to wisely govern
Everything that flies in the air
And swims in the ocean. R.
     Psalm paraphrase from The Psalms: Remixed by David Eck, © 2010.  Used by permission.

SECOND LESSON— 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
 Finally, friends, good-bye. Put things in order, respond to my encouragement, be in 
harmony with each other, and live in peace—and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. Say hello to each other with a holy kiss. All of God’s people say hello to you. The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. [CEB]

GOSPEL—Matthew 28:16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came 
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. [NRSV]

SERMON

HOLY ONE, WE PRAISE YOUR NAME
Holy One, we praise your name; Sovereign God, we bow before you.
All on earth, your love has claimed; all in heaven above adore you.
Infinite your vast domain, everlasting is your reign.

Hark! The glad celestial hymn angel choirs above are raising;
Cherubim and seraphim, in unceasing chorus praising,
Fill the heavn's with sweet accord, "Holy, Holy, Holy One!"

Lo, the apostolic train join your sacred name to hallow;
Prophets swell the glad refrain, and the white-robed martyrs follow;
And from mourn to set of sun through the church your song goes on.



Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name you,
Though in essence only one; undivided God we claim you
And, adoring, bend the knee while we own the mystery.

Text: tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1920-1900, adapt. David Eck
Music: Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774. (Public Domain)

Art by Farid De La Ossa Arrieta, Columbia

THE APOSTLES' CREED
L: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. We believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS (from Nadia Bloz-Weber)
L: Let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

God whose name has been used to enslave those who bear your image, 


God whose name has been used to steal this land and kill those who bear your image,


God whose name was called upon by Moses and Miriam and Martin Luther King Jr and 
Sojourner Truth, Brionna Taylor and George Floyd.


God who raised up prophets to speak truth to power, and poets to speak truth to 
stupid,


We call on your holy name to give us what we need to undo what has been done in 
your name. 


We call on your name to bring your fierce mercy upon us and remove our 
complacency and our complicity. 


We call on your name to heal the wounds of those whose daily reality we do not 
understand.


We call on your name to give us a holy curiosity about what being Black in America is 
really like, Lord. 


We call on your name to free us from our cherished notions of being “good” that keep 
us from hearing this truth,


https://www.nytimes.com/article/breonna-taylor-police.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52861726


We call on your name to give us this day our daily truth, our daily humility, our daily 
rage, our daily hope.


This country is burning Lord…may is be a cleansing Holy Spirit fire.


Guide us to believe that the true name of God is stronger than what has been done in 
God’s name. Come, Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 


God, we also pray for those who suffer the ills of body, mind or spirit, especially John, 
Sue, Lawson, Mark as well as those who we name silently in our hearts. (Pause) God of 
mercy, Hear our prayer.


Let us pray together…
C: The Light of God surrounds us; the Love of God enfolds us; the Power of God 
protects us; the Presence of God watches over us; wherever we are, God is. All is 
well. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

GO, MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS
Go, make disciples of all nations
Go, and baptize in my name
Go, and my Spirit will go with you
Even to the close of the age

And teach them how to love
Love the Lord your God with all your heart
With all your soul, with all your mind
And love your neighbor as yourself
Teach them to love, teach them to love
     Words & music by David Wilson Eck, ©2000.  Used by permission of the author.

BENEDICTION (written by David Eck)
L: May God, our Creator, continue to make us new every day. May Christ, our Savior, 
bring us from dead ends to new beginnings. May the Holy Spirit, our Wisdom, give us 
eyes to see the world as God sees it.
C: Amen.

L: Go in peace. Serve in the name of Christ.



C: Thanks be to God.


