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Third Sunday After the Epiphany                                                 January 24, 2021

Welcome to Abiding Savior! We're glad you're here! Today's worship looks a lot 
different than what you might be accustomed to. The reason for this is that we've taken 
every precaution we can, following the recommendations of the CDC and the North 
Carolina Synod, to help stop the spread of COVID-19 during public gatherings. We 
cannot keep you 100% safe so your presence here involves some risk on your part. We 
long for the day when these precautions will be unnecessary and we can worship fully 
with no restrictions. Until then, we kindly ask you to wear a mask and follow the 
guidelines contained in this bulletin.

Gathering

Prelude                                                 

Invocation  [The Tibetan singing bowl is sounded three times.] 
L: L: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship
L: Today, we hear Jesus invitation to follow him.
Assist: We think about what this looks like in practical terms.

L: We stand on the shore of the uncharted territory of each new day and ponder 
what our witness will be.
Assist: Will we shine love's compassionate light on others, or will we 
contribute to the darkness that exists in our world?



L: Will we seek to be servants of those in need, or will we only seek to serve 
ourselves?
Assist: Will we cast our nets into the water with the expectation that Christ 
will use the abilities we have to offer, or will we be content to hide those 
talents in the safety of our boats?

L: As we begin our worship, we ask Jesus to give us the confidence to answer 
his call to follow.
Assist: May we trust his direction and guidance as we venture into the 
world as fishers of people.

Gathering Song (We listen with our hearts. No singing, please.) 

"Kingdom of God"
The kingdom of God is justice.
The kingdom of God is peace.
The kingdom of God is freedom.
Reveal the kingdom of God.

The kingdom of God is mercy.
The kingdom of God is grace.
The kingdom of God is healing.
Reveal the kingdom of God.

The kingdom of God is growing.
The kingdom of God is love.
The kingdom of God is in us.
Reveal the kingdom of God.
     Words & Music by David Wilson Eck. Copyright © 2007.  
     Used by permission of the author.

Prayer of the Day
L: The Lord is with all of us. Let us pray…Fisher of People, you have called us. 
Give us the courage to follow. You have forgiven us. Help us to forgive others. 
You have shown us great love. Enable us to love others with all of our hearts, 
souls and minds. We ask this in your name. Amen.



Word

Children's Sermon (Children will remain seated with their families.)

First Lesson                              Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Assist: A reading from Jonah.

The Lord’s word came to Jonah a second time: "Get up and go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and declare against it the proclamation that I am commanding you." 
And Jonah got up and went to Nineveh, according to the Lord’s word. (Now 
Nineveh was indeed an enormous city, a three days' walk across.)

Jonah started into the city, walking one day, and he cried out, "Just forty days 
more and Nineveh will be overthrown!"  And the people of Nineveh believed God. 
They proclaimed a fast and put on mourning clothes, from the greatest of them to 
the least significant.

When word of it reached the king of Nineveh, he got up from his throne, stripped 
himself of his robe, covered himself with mourning clothes, and sat in ashes. God 
saw what they were doing—that they had ceased their evil behavior. So God 
stopped planning to destroy them, and he didn’t do it. [CEB]

Assist: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. Thanks be to God!

Psalm                                            Psalm 63:1-8

Refrain: We will sing a song of praise to you, "God, you are our God! God, 
you are our God!"



L: God, you are our God, We seek you with every fiber of our being.
Assist: We thirst for you like travelers in a hot, dry desert with no oasis in 
sight.

L: We have felt your presence in this sacred space, and have experienced your 
strength and blessing.
Assist: We sing your praises because your lovingkindness makes us feel 
fully alive. R. 

L: We will worship you every day we have life and breath.
Assist: We offer our prayers in your name.

L: You are our gourmet meal at the end of the day!
Assist: Our spirits continue to praise you even when we're sleeping! R.

L: You're always there to lend a helping hand.
Assist: It brings us joy to know you keep a watchful eye on us.

L: We hold onto you like a child clinging to their parent.
Assist: We know you will always be with us and never let us go. R.
     Psalm paraphrase from The Psalms: Remixed by David Eck, © 2020. Used by permission.

Second Lesson                    1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Assist: A reading from 1st Corinthians.

This is what I’m saying, my spiritual siblings: The time has drawn short. From 
now on, those who are married should be like people who aren't. Those who are 
sad should be like people who aren’t crying. Those who are happy should be like 
people who aren’t happy. Those who buy something should be like people who 
don’t have possessions. Those who use the world should be like people who 
aren’t preoccupied with it, because this world in its present form is passing away. 
[CEB, adapted]

Assist: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. Thanks be to God!



Gospel                                         Mark 1:14-20
L: The holy gospel according to Mark.
     Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news."

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 
"Follow me and I will make you fish for people." And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, 
and followed him. [NRSV]

L: The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Song of the Day (We listen with our hearts. No singing, please.)

"You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore"
1. You have come down to the lakeshore
Seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy
But only asking for me to follow

Refrain: Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes
Kindly smiling, you've called out my name
On the sand I have abandoned my small boat
Now with you, I will seek other seas

2. You know full well what I have, Lord
Neither treasure nor weapons for conquest
Just these my fish nets and will for working

3. You need my hands, my exhaustion
Working love for the rest of the weary
A love that's willing to go on loving



4. You who have fished other waters
You, the longing of souls that are yearning
O loving Friend, you have come to call me

The Apostles' Creed
Assist: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Assistant: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 
church, those in need, and all of God's creation. We hold before God our nation 
in this time of turmoil and uncertainty. My your Spirit of peace rest upon us. May 
justice and truth be made known to everyone. May we find ways to really listen to 
each other again so that we might begin to mend the wounds we've inflicted on 
each other. God of mercy, hear our prayer.

We hold before God those who are homeless and don't have a warm and safe 
place to stay during these cold winter nights. Give us generous hearts to support 
those agencies who are making a difference in our community. We especially 
pray for Beloved Asheville and their amazing ministry to those in need. God of 
mercy, hear our prayer.

We hold before God our church, some of whom are meeting in person today 
while others are worshiping online. Although we may be divided by distance, we 
are united in our hearts. Bless us and inspire us as we seek to find new ways to 
be the church. God of mercy, hear our prayer.

We hold before God, those who suffer the ills of body, mind or spirit, especially 
Toni as well as those who we name silently in our hearts. (Pause) God of mercy, 
hear our prayer.



Assistant: The Light of God surrounds us; the Love of God enfolds us; the Power 
of God protects us; the Presence of God watches over us; wherever we are, God 
is. All is well. Amen.

The Peace
L: Take a look at those who surround us in this sacred space, and in our hearts, 
let's send them a blessing and a wish that the peace of Christ may be with them.

L: Then think about those who are members of our church and who are watching 
worship online. In our hearts, let's send them a blessing and a wish that the 
peace of Christ may be with them.

L: Finally, let that blessing and wish go out to members of our families, our 
friends, our neighbors, and throughout the world. With God's help, our hearts are 
big enough to extend peace that far. Let us also pledge to do what we can to 
embody the peace of Christ after we exit the building this morning. Amen.

Meal
Offering (The offering plate is in the gathering space if you missed it on your way 
into worship this morning. Thank you for your support of our ministry!)                                          

Offering Prayer
Assist: Let us pray…God of Light, you reveal yourself to us in so many ways. In 
response to your love in our lives, we offer ourselves and our resources. Use 
them as you see fit so that the world may hear the good news of what you have 
done, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
L: The Lord is with all of us. Let us lift up our hearts with hope and give thanks to 
the Lord our God. (Pause for silence.) We give our thanks and praise because 
Jesus has been revealed to us as the Light of the world. Serenaded by angels, 
worshipped by magi, baptized by John, and tempted in the wilderness, Jesus 
emerged to bring light and life to all people. Religious and political institutions 
tried to silence his light by putting him to death on the cross. But three days later, 
Jesus rose from the grave, his light shining brighter than ever. Therefore we join 
the angels, magi and saints of every time and place in an unending hymn of 
praise.



Assist: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

The Lord's Prayer
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us say silently in our hearts the prayer 
Jesus gave us: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Invitation to Communion
L: The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God!

Distribution of the Elements
(We ask people to come to the altar in family groups. There is bread and wine/
grape juice in individual cups. Pastor Dave will say, "The body of Christ given for 
you!" Then you may take the bread. He will do the same with the wine/grape 
juice. You may place the wine and bread cups in the small trash can next to the 
altar.)

Post Communion Prayer
L: Let us pray...Everlasting God, we thank you that you have brought us to this 
mountaintop and fed us with the life and light of your Son. Send us forth in his 
name to bring light to dark corners, healing where lives are torn, and nourishment 
to every hungry heart. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.

Sending

Benediction and Dismissal
L: God has called us to share the good news of Jesus to a broken and hurting 
world. Let us leave this place with urgent hearts that long to share the 
forgiveness and new life that is found in Jesus. Amen.
Assist: Go in peace. Shine the light. Thanks be to God.



Postlude                            

Call to Worship, Prayer of the Day, Prayers, Great Thanksgiving and Benediction by David Eck, © 
2021. Offering Prayer from “Touch Holiness: Resources For Worship” © 2012. Peace by David 
Eck, ©2020. Post-Communion Prayer from Sundays and Seasons.

SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP
Ministers                                                                    The People of Abiding Savior
Pastor                                                                                              Rev. David Eck
Pianist                                                                                       Anne Schwabaland                                                                       
Reader/Worship Assistant                                                                                                                                       
Tabulators                                                                                    Tom & Pam Radle  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCH CLEANERS and WORSHIP ASSISTANT sign up sheets are in the 
gathering space. Please consider volunteering your time. Thank you!

We are collecting much needed supplies for BELOVED ASHEVILLE to help 
minister to the homeless during the winter months. There is a list on the bulletin 
board and in your newsletter. We will collect items at the church through the end 
of January.


