"Everlasting Light"
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A setting of Holy Communion
for Advent and Christmas,
based on carols of the season.

Prelude

Gathering

Invocation
[Three pillar candles on the altar are lit as the following words are spoken.]
L: We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; + Jesus, the Light of the
World; and the Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path.
C: Amen.

Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
L: In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and
actions contribute to the darkness instead of adding to the light. [Silence.] God
of Love and Light,
C: We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be. We
shine a spotlight on the transgressions of others while trying to keep our own sins
hidden in the dark. We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and
judgmental. We inflame others by lashing out in anger. We go through our days
enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt. We let our witness become a
smoldering ember until it dies out completely.
Forgive us Jesus, the Everlasting Light. Come to us, abide with us, our Lord,
Emmanuel. Teach us to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love,
forgiveness and healing. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.
L: God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all. If we walk in the light as
God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
cleanses us from all sin.
C: Amen.

Gathering Song

Greeting
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit is with you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie

Glory to God

Prayer of the Day
Children's Sermon

Word

The Readings
Sermon
Song of the Day
The Apostles' Creed
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. We
believe in Jesus Christ, Godʼs only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

The Peace
A: The peace of Christ is with you always.
C: And also with you.
A: Please share with one another a sign of Christ's peace.

Offering

Meal

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray,
C: God of Light, our world is a very dark place. Therefore, we offer the gifts our
ourselves, our time and our resources, trusting you will use them to set the world
aglow with your loving presence. May our offerings continue to shine brightly
before others so they may see our good works and give glory to you. We ask
this in the name of Christ. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
L: The Lord is with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.
In ancient times God also led the Israelites through the desert with a pillar of
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. The priests of old also kept a perpetual
fire burning in the Temple to remind us that God is a light who cannot be
extinguished.

Finally Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation,
became flesh and lived among us. We have seen his glory shining in our world,
full grace and truth. Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it. This same light has commanded us not to hide our light under a
bushel basket, but to put it on a lamp stand so that everyone can see it. With our
lights burning brightly, we now join the saints and angels in a hymn of praise to
God, the Everlasting Light.
C: Amen.

Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution
The Lord's Prayer
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

The Invitation to Communion
A: The gifts of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

Distribution of the Elements
Lamb of God

Table Blessing
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer
L: Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well
through the bread and wine of your Supper. May it enable us to shine brightly in
all the dark places of our world with your love, justice and peace. We ask this in
your holy name.
C: Amen.

Sending Song
Benediction and Dismissal
Postlude

Sending
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