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Pastor’s Column 
    The Kingdom of God…is like a mustard seed, which, 
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in 
its shade. —Mk 4:31-32!

    Watching the news these days can be downright 
depressing as war continues to spread through the 
Middle East.  Then there’s the commercial airplane that 
was blown out of the sky over the Ukraine.  At home, we 
have a Congress that seems incapable of working 
together in dealing with many issues such as immigration 
and health reform, the growing income gap between the 
rich and poor, and global warming.!

     Yet, there are also signs of hope that rarely grab the 
headlines: In Asheville an urban farmer by the name of 
Carl Johnson is the caretaker of the Pisgah View Peace 
Garden that grows fresh vegetables for the [con’t, p.2] 
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Pritchard Park Breakfast 

Our next day to serve breakfast 
to the homeless at Pritchard 
Park will be Sunday, Aug 10th, 
9:00am.  We will prepare the 
breakfast on Sat, Aug 9th, 
10:00am.  A sign-up sheet is in 
the narthex for those interested 
in donating food and/or 
volunteering to serve.  Thanks! 

Treasurer’s Report 

                             June 2014                      
Gen. Income             $9504.21      
Expenses                   -9329.12  
Net Income              +$175.09 

Fellowship Hall repair expenses 
in June were $3843.99 which 
includes the new roof, paint 
supplies and new drainage in 
the prayer garden.  Balance at 
the end of June is -$572.21.  If 
you’d like to help defray 
expenses, please write “Repair 
Fund” in the memo line of your 
check.  Our next project is to fix 
the plumbing under the 
Fellowship Hall which will give 
us access to the water cut off 
valve and insulate the water 
pipes. 

 Sincerely, Doris Wright 
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[from p.1] residents who live in this housing 
project.  Our Habitat for Humanity house is 
nearly completed and will be the home of 
Tyler and Nils in October.  Mission Hospital 
employees are donating back-to-school 
supplies for kids who can’t afford them.!

    When Jesus told the Parable of the 
Mustard Seed, I think he did so to remind 
us that the kingdom of God is tough and 
tenacious.  The mustard plant was 
considered to be a weed in ancient Hebrew 
culture.  You simply couldn’t get rid of it 
even if you tried!  The North Carolina 
equivalent to this would probably be kudzu!!

     When the world around us looks dark 
and ominous, Jesus reminds us to keep our 
eyes focused on the kingdom signs that are 
popping up all around us.  God’s presence 
in our world cannot be extinguished no 
matter how hard nations and individuals try 
to spread chaos, hatred and violence.!

     Therefore, we have a choice.  We can 
go through life being fearful OR we can 
choose to be faithful.  We can trust that 
God’s “mustard seed” will keep showing up 
again and again and again.  We can pledge 
our time and resources to being living signs 
of the kingdom wherever God plants us, 
both near and far. !

     I refuse to give up in despair and sink 
into a deep depression.  Yes, our world can 
sometimes be a sad and dark place.  But I 
also know that Jesus, the Master Gardner, 
promises he has a never-ending supply of 
mustard seeds.  He will continue to plant 
them on every little bit of good soil he can 
find.  And when those seeds take root, 
watch out, amazing things are going to 
happen.  These mustard shrubs will provide 
safety and shelter for more people than we 
can possibly imagine.!

Blessings, Pastor Dave
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Repairs to Fellowship Hall Continue 

Here’s an update on the Fellowship Hall:!

Painting continues!  The first coat on the ramp 
is finished.  We need volunteers to do the 
second coat.  Thanks to Lynnie Barrett, Linda 
Butera, Laurie Blayney and Pastor Dave for 
helping to make the first coat happen!  Laurie 
Blayney is also going to do the window frames 
on the back side of the Fellowship Hall.  !

Plumbing repairs should be done by the end 
of July.  PlumbSmart will dig out around the 
shut off value and properly insulate the pipes.  
This should protect us when the next polar 
vortex comes along!  Thanks to a donation 
from Irene Sayer’s estate, this repair is 
already paid for!!

Next we set our sights on the floors in the 
kitchen and bathrooms!  The Women of the 
ELCA have set aside approx. $639.99 for this 
project.!

If you’d like to volunteer, please see Pastor 
Dave.  We still need monetary donations to 
pay for the roof repair as well.              !

Thanks!  The Church Council!

Special Guest @ ASLC 

Sunday, Aug 10th, ASLC will host Ted Goins 
who is the president of Lutheran Services 
Carolinas.  LFS does a number of ministries to 
support seniors, refugees, and families as well 
as disaster response.  Ted will give a Temple 
Talk about the organization and will be 
available to speak with people during the 
fellowship time after worship.!!
Fall Worship Schedule 

Mark your calendars!!  On Sunday, Aug 31st, 
worship moves to 11:00am with Sunday 
School at 9:45am.  



Birthdays 

Jim Long! ! !   1!
Blair Usedom! ! 15!
Ellen Anderson! ! 21!
Tim Blayney                       29!!
Anniversaries 

Eldon Thomas & Edna Campos! 8/22/1987!!
Western Carolina Rescue Mission 

August is the last month we’re collecting 
shower flip-flops, women’s socks and 
underwear, and travel size shower gel for the 
Woman’s Shelter at the Western Carolina 
Rescue Ministries.  There is a box in the 
narthex where you can place these donated 
items. Thanks for your support.!!
ASLC Summer Cookout 

Kids are back in school but summer is still 
with us.  Sunday, August 17th, 5:00pm, is 
ASLC’s annual cookout which will be held at 
Pastor Dave and Gary’s house, 110 Coleman 
Ave in North Asheville!  They are providing the 
hamburgers, brats and beverages.  Please 
bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share.  
We’ll have this cookout rain or shine!  But let’s 
hope for shine!!

Limited parking is available on the street but 
you can also park at the paint store on the 
corner of Coleman Ave and Merrimon Ave and 
walk to the house which is only four houses 
down on the right.  They will not tow your car 
from this lot since it’s after business hours.!

We Make the Road By Walking 

Don’t forget to order your book “We Make The 
Road By Walking” by Brian McLaren.  Our first 
class starts on Sunday, Aug 31st during 
Sunday School.  See sheet in narthex for 
more details.!
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