
AUG 2 WORSHIP
9th Sunday After Pentecost

INVOCATION
L: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP (written by David Eck)
L: Jesus meets us in the deserted places of life.
C: He surrounds us with his love and peace.

L: He feeds us with words of encouragement and hope.
C: He offers us living water when our souls are parched and dry.

L: He is the Bread of Life. We will never be hungry again!
C: His grace overflows in abundance in our lives and in our world.

L: Let us give thanks to the One who multiplied the loaves and fishes in order to feed a 
multitude.
C: Thank you, Jesus. You feed those who hunger and thirst for what is good, right 
and true.

THIS IS MY FATHER'S WORLD
This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres
This is my Father's world; I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; God's hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father's world; the birds their carols raise
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker's praise
This is my Father's world; God shines on all that's fair
In the rustling grass I hear God pass; God speaks to me everywhere

This is my Father's world; oh let me not forget
That, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world; why should my heart be sad?
Our God is king, let heaven ring; God reigns, let the earth be glad!
Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901
Music: Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt.

GOD ALWAYS COMES DOWN
Refrain: God always comes down. God’s love abounds.
We open our hearts to receive it. How sweet the sound!
The lost are now found; saved by God’s grace through faith alone



Upon the cross our Savior died;
A sacrifice to give us life when we deserved death

Baptized and cleansed, washed free from sin;
Claimed as God’s own, given a home, a stranger no more!

God has prepared a place for us.
The table’s set, the wine is poured, so come let us dine!

The Word of God, good news for us!
The story of redeeming love that came down to us!

Words & Music by David Eck, © 2006.  Used by permission of the author.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (written by David Eck)
L: The Lord is with you. C: And also with you.

L: Let us pray…Abundant Savior,
C: You feed us well through bread and wine, water and word, prayer and praise. 
Inspire us to feed the world with your love, mercy and justice. We ask this in the 
name of Christ. Amen.

FIRST LESSON—Genesis 32:22-31

The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled 
with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you 
go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 
have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there 
he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 
face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip. [NRSV]

PSALM 139:1-6, 13-14, 17-18, 23-24 

Refrain: I celebrate my Creator who guides me all my days.

L: Eternal One, you have examined me and understand me.
You know my every move; my every thought.
C: You know my daily schedule
And are familiar with all of my activities. 



L: You know every word before I speak it.
You surround me with your powerful presence.
C: It's hard for me to wrap my brain around this,
But I'm going to give it a try! R.

L: You designed my DNA and put me together
While I was in my mother's womb.
C: I praise you because the finished product is absolutely amazing!
There's no doubt about it; your handiwork is breathtaking!
Nothing short of a miracle!

L: How treasured are your thoughts to me, my Creator!
How infinite is their sum and total!
C: I could try counting them, but it's like taking a census
Of the grains of sand on a beach! R.

L: Investigate my life, Almighty God; put it under a microscope!
Scrutinize everything about me!
Observe every thought that runs through my mind!
C: Detect if there are any crooked plans in me
And straighten them out, now and forever! R.
     Psalm Paraphrase from The Psalms: Remixed by David Eck, © 2010.  Used by permission.

SECOND LESSON—Romans 9:1-5

 I’m speaking the truth in Christ—I’m not lying, as my conscience assures me with the 
Holy Spirit: I have great sadness and constant pain in my heart. I wish I could be 
cursed, cut off from Christ if it helped my brothers and sisters, who are my flesh-and-
blood relatives. They are Israelites. The adoption as God’s children, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the Law, the worship, and the promises belong to them. The 
Jewish ancestors are theirs, and the Christ descended from those ancestors. He is the 
one who rules over all things, who is God, and who is blessed forever. Amen. [CEB]

GOSPEL—Matthew 14:13-21

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When 
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their 
sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted 
place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 
villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you 
give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and 
two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down 
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and 
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 
them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of 



the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand 
men, besides women and children. [NRSV]

SERMON

LOVE FEAST
Bread for the body, food for the soul.
Grace overflowing, making us whole.
Blessed are the hungry, they will be fed
By Christ our Savior, the Living Bread.

Wine for the body, drink for the soul.
Love overflowing, making us whole.
Blessed are the thirsty they’ll be satisfied.
Everyone’s welcome.  No one is denied.

Come to the Table, join the Love Feast.
Mercy is offered, forgiveness and peace.
For all weary pilgrims this meal is prepared.
Praise be to Jesus who meets us there!
     Words & Music by David Eck, Copyright ©2011. Written in honor of ASLC’s 25th Anniversary.

THE APOSTLES' CREED
L: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. We believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
(written by David Eck)

L: Let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

We hold before God those who doubt that what they have is enough: Enough to feed 
their families, enough to pay their bills, enough to make it through the day, enough to 
remind others they are loved, and enough to deal with the stresses of this pandemic. 
Help us to trust that God will bless whatever we have to offer to feed a hungry world. 
God of mercy, hear our prayer.

We hold before God our church, some of whom meet outdoors today while others are 
worshiping online. Although we may be divided by distance in this time of pandemic, we 



are united in our hearts. Bless us and inspire us as we seek to find new ways to be the 
church. God of mercy, hear our prayer.

We hold before God a weary world that continues to fight the coronavirus. Bless world 
leaders to make wise decisions, scientist to find a vaccine, and workers on the front line 
whose compassionate care of us is awe-inspiring. God of mercy, hear our prayer.

We hold before God, those who suffer the ills of body, mind or spirit, especially Lawson, 
Mark, as well as those who we name silently in our hearts. (Pause) God of mercy, Hear 
our prayer.

L: Let us pray together... 
C: The Light of God surrounds us; the Love of God enfolds us; the Power of God 
protects us; the Presence of God watches over us; wherever we are, God is. All is 
well. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY SPIRIT, BREATH OF CREATION
Holy Spirit, breath of creation, breathe in me, breathe through me
Holy Spirit, God’s revelation, speak to me, speak through me

Take my life, my hands, my passion, use them any way you please
Let me be an empty vessel for your creativity.
    Words & Music by David Eck, © 2004. Used by permission of the author.
    Written for Create in Me, Camp Lutheridge.

BENEDICTION (written by David Eck)
L: We cannot do all the good the world needs, but the world needs all the good we can 
do. Let us trust that God will bless and multiply whatever gifts we offer to feed a hungry 
world.
C: Amen.

L: Go in peace. Serve in the name of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!


