
PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP

INVOCATION
L: We gather in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

READING—Matthew 21:1-11
When they had almost reached Jerusalem, having come as far as Bethphage, on the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent on two disciples “Go to the village facing you,” he said, “and 
you will immediately find a donkey tethered, with a foal by her side; untie her, and lead 
her here for me. And, if anyone says anything to you, you are to say this – ‘The Master 
wants them’; and he will send them at once.” This happened in fulfillment of these words 
in the prophet –‘Say to the people of Zion – “Your King is coming to you, gentle, and 
riding on a donkey, and on the foal of a beast of burden.”’ 

So the disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They led the donkey and the 
foal back, and, when they had put their cloaks on them, he seated himself on them. The 
immense crowd of people spread their cloaks in the road, while some cut branches off 
the trees, and spread them on the road. The crowds that led the way, as well as those 
that followed behind, kept shouting, “God save the Son of David! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! God save him from on high!” When he had entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred, and asked –“Who is this?”, to which the crowd 
replied – “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” [OEB]

ALL GLORY, LAUD AND HONOR

Refrain: All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King,  
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  

You are the King of Israel and David's royal Son,  
now in the Lord's name coming, the King and Blessed One.  

The company of angels are praising you on high;  
and we with all creation in chorus make reply.  

The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went;  
our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present. 

Translator: J. M. Neale (1854); Author: Theodulf, Bishop of Orléans (c. 820)
Tune: MelchiorTeschner (Public Domain)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!
C: Hosanna in the highest heaven!



L: The Lord is with you!
C: And also with you!

L: Let us pray, Blessed Savior, we have no palm branches to bless. We cannot gather 
for a parade. Yet, we can walk with you every day during this pandemic. We can shout 
"Hosanna" and sing songs of praise. We can take up our crosses and follow you in 
humble service of others. Bless us this Holy Week. Be with those who are fighting on 
the front lines of this pandemic, as well as those who support us by continuing to work 
in grocery stores and pharmacies, deliver our mail and work in our banks. Keep our 
families safe and well. We ask this in your Holy Name. Amen.

PALM SUNDAY LAMENT (new song by Pastor Dave)

I have no branch to hold as the donkey walks on by
I have no branch to hold, to pave the way
But I have the strength to walk and join in the parade
I am thankful for my health today!

I have no coat to give as the donkey walks on by
I have no coat to give, to pave the way
But I have a song to sing, "Hosanna to my King!"
I am thankful for my voice today!

I have no hope in me as the donkey walks on by
I have no hope in me to pave the way
But I'm following a man who loves me as I am
I am thankful for that man today!
     Words & music by David Eck, copyright ©2020. Used by permission of the author.

FIRST LESSON—Zechariah 9:9-12

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king 
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from 
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the 
nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the 
earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your 
prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double. [NRSV]

PSALM 118—1-2,14-24

Refrain: Today is the day that God has made. Rejoice, dance and be glad!

L: Thank you, God! You're the best! Your love has no expiration date.
Let God's people shout: "Your love has no expiration date!"



C: You are our Strength and our Song. You are our Deliverer.
Let the church make some noise: "God has the upper hand!
God is invincible!"

L: Our lives are safe in your hands, Mighty God.
We'll tell the tale of everything you've done for us.
C: You kept us in line when we were headed for trouble
And saved our skin on more than one occasion. R.

L: Guide us toward open doors of virtuous living
That we might prosper and give you praise.
C: Eternal One, we know that you hear our prayers
And have our best interests in mind.

L: Others may toss you aside like a bad penny
But you are our Cornerstone, the foundation upon which we build our lives.
C: You made this happen. We rub our eyes in disbelief
Because of all the wonderful things you've done for us. R.
     Psalm paraphrase from The Psalms: Remixed by David Eck, © 2010.  Used by permission.

SECOND LESSON—Philippians 2:5-11
 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even 
death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. [NRSV]

GOSPEL LESSON AND SERMON—Pastor John Propst

APOSTLES' CREED

L: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. We believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS—by Nadie Bolz-Weber



L: The Lord is with you.
C: And also with you.

L: Let us pay…For the layers of comfort and convenience that surrounded our lives and 
that we never considered a blessing but always just took for granted, forgive us.

For we who must grieve in isolation and not in community, comfort us.

For we who care for the sick, protect us.

For the ability to turn off the fear-mongering and unhelpful commentary and worst-case 
scenario click bait, strengthen us.

For the times when we are all out of creative ideas for how to get through this with 
cooped up kids, inspire us. 

For we who are now cutting our own bangs at home, guide us.

For the grace to allow ourselves and others to just be less productive, shower us.

For the generosity needed from those of us who have more resources, empower us.

From our own selfish inclinations, deliver us.

For just being your children, none of whom have done a global pandemic before, love 
us.

For the days ahead, accompany us.

God unbound by time, help us to know that you are already present in the future we are 
fearing. Amen.

L: Healing God, we ask that your nurturing love and healing energy be poured out upon 
those who suffer the ills of body, mind and spirit, including those affected by the 
coronavirus. Especially we pray for……….Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

LORD'S PRAYER

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE

Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter's power
Your Redeemer's conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour
Turn not from his griefs away. Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn from him to bear the cross

Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet,
Mark that miracle of time, God's own sacrifice complete.
"It is finished," hear him cry. Learn from Jesus Christ to die.

Early hasten to the tomb where they lay his breathless clay
All is solitude and gloom. Who has taken him away?
Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise.

Words: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, Music: Richard Redhead, 1820-1901 (Public domain)

BENEDICTION


