
February 1, 2021

Pastor Dave's Column 
"I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with 
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love, making every effort to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of 
your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all.—Ephesians 4:1-5, NRSV

Since the inauguration of President Biden, there's been a 
lot of pleas for "unity." But what does unity mean? If you 
spend some time looking at the relationship between  
Paul and Peter in the early church, it definitely does not 
mean that we all need to have the same beliefs. Paul 
throught the church's mission should be focused on 
reaching Gentiles. Peter through it should be limited to 
Jews. In the end, they "agreed to disagree." They divided 
the task and worked together to spread the gospel. [con't. 
p.2]

Ash Wednesday & 
Midweek worship 

Starting Feb 17, we will be 
doing Holden Evening 
Prayer on the Wednesdays 
of Lent, 7:00pm. Gary will 
play the service since the 
accompanist and Pastor 
Dave need to be in the 
same place for us to pull this 
off. We will also have a time 
for fellowship at the end of 
worship and communion for 
those who worship online. 
This will take the place of 
our usual Sunday night 
Zoom get-togethers during 
the season of Lent. 

Treasurer’s Report 

                      December 2020                     
Income                      $8,604.48 
Expenses                   -9,488.51 
Net Income                -$884.03 

YTD 2020 Net Income =          
+$12,791.09 

      Sincerely, Bob Lierman 

Thank you for your generous 
support of our congregation 
and its ministries!
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[from p.1] In terms of our nation, it's clear we are 
still intensely divided. Both sides have deeply held 
beliefs that will probably not change much in the 
near future. So what do we do? Well, I believe we 
begin to come together by focusing on projects 
and issues both sides care about. For example, I 
hope we can all agree that no one should go 
hungry in the richest nation in the world. Yet, we 
know that an increasing number of people are 
hungry because of the pandemic. Even if 
Congress cannot work together to address this 
issue, we can do it on a local as well as global 
level. That's one of the reasons why I chose the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal as our outreach 
project for Lent. I also encourage you to support 
our local food banks such as Manna.

In addition to focusing on issues that unite us, we 
also need to stop thinking the worst about those 
with whom we disagree. Luther's explanation of 
the Eight Commandment in his Small Catechism 
says, "We must not tell lies about our neighbors, 
betray or slander them, or destroy their reputation. 
Instead we are to come to their defense, speak 
well of them, and interpret everything they do in 
the best possible light." Perhaps instead of being 
so reactionary on social media we might take 
Luther's advice to heart. It will change the 
conversation we have online and might also 
change the way we feel about those whose 
viewpoints are different from ours. I'm not being 
native nor expecting miracles. I hope we can "turn 
the heat down a few degrees" and relearn how to 
have civil conversations again. Being loud and 
mean does not make you right. It only makes you 
loud and mean.

I ask you to pray for our new president, our 
elected officials, and our nation. We have a lot of 
work to do to achieve "unity" and I pledge to do 
my part in bringing healing instead of sowing 
seeds of hate and division.

Blessings, Pastor Dave

Birthdays 

Sue Hebb   3
Jennifer Ownbey 16
Caitlyn Blayney                   17

Anniversaries 

None listed

If you'd like your birthday or anniversary to be 
published, please give these dates to Pastor 
Dave. Thank you!

2021 Offering Envelopes 

Your 2021 offering envelopes are in the 
gathering space. If you are worshipping online 
we can either mail them to you or you can pick 
them up in the drop off box on our front porch. 
You can also mail checks without your offering 
envelope.

ELCA World Hunger Appeal 

This year's Lenten benevolence project will be 
directed to the ELCA's World Hunger Appeal. 
For those of you who may be unfamiliar with 
the organization, here's a little bit of info: 
Working through ELCA congregations, global 
companion churches, The Lutheran World 
Federation and other partners like Bread for 
the World, Church World Service, Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service and 
Lutheran World Relief, the ELCA reaches 
more places more effectively than we could 
ever do alone. In addition to funding relief and 
development projects that assist our sisters 
and brothers in need, we engage members of 
the ELCA in education and advocacy to help 
change the systems that perpetuate poverty.  
Through this comprehensive approach, we 
work to address hunger from all angles — 
both domestically and globally.

Checks can be made out to Abiding Savior. 
Please write "World Hunger" in the memo line 
so it get's credited to the right place!
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