
December 1, 2019

Pastor Dave's Column 
     This year's Advent Theme is "O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel." We will explore the ways that Jesus reveals 
his presence among us. It's a simple theme but in today's 
often fearful and chaotic world, simplicity is exactly what 
the doctor ordered! 

     The four weeks of Advent are usually a busy time for 
all of us. Christmas preparations and gatherings with 
family and friends fill our calendars with lots of activities. 
Some of these are fun. Others are stressful. We also 
have to deal with our grief over the loss of loved ones 
who are no longer at our holiday festivities.

So my advice is the same year after year: Clear a few 
spots on your December calendar where you can simply 
be. Take tie to breathe deeply and do at least one activity 
that nurtures your soul. Also give yourself permission to 
say "no." You don't have to do everything that others 
expect of you. Set some limits for your own personal 
sanity and well-being  [con't. p.2] 

Christmas Feast 

Our annual Christmas Feast 
is Sun, Dec 15, 5:00pm. 
There is a sign up sheet in 
the gathering space. Please 
sign up to bring a side dish, 
salad or dessert. We also 
need folks willing to cook a 
turkey breast or ham. We 
will set up tables in the 
worship space after worship 
on Dec 15. 

Congregational Meeting 

We will have a Congrega-
tional meeting on Sun, Dec 
8, 12:15pm for the purpose 
of approving the 2019 
budget and discussing 
options for our roof repair. 

Treasurer’s Report 

                                Oct 2019                     
Income                    $10,228.24 
Expenses                   -9,865.03 
Net Income               +$363.21 

YTD 2019 Net Income = +
$2468.37 

      Sincerely, Bob Lierman
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United in Christ.  Welcoming All.



December 1, 2019

[from p.1] As is our tradition at Abiding Savior, we 
model this behavior by simplifying our church 
calendar. Council, Mission Teams and 
Confirmation Class will not meet. Our Christmas 
Feast gives us an opportunity to simply enjoy 
each others company and sing the carols of the 
season. Then we will gather on Christmas Eve, 
7pm, for a joyful celebration of the birth of Jesus.

     I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. Here's a schedule of the 
themes of our worship during December:

First Sunday in Advent - Justice (Dec 1) Jesus 
brings justice to those who are oppressed.

Second Sunday in Advent - Peace (Dec 8) 
Jesus brings peace to a troubled world.

Third Sunday in Advent - Wisdom (Dec 15) 
Jesus’ wisdom gives us a new vision.

Fourth Sunday in Advent - Kindness (Dec 22) 
Jesus’ acts of kindness bring healing and hope.

Christmas Eve - Good News (Dec 24) 7:00pm - 
Candlelight Service. The advent of Jesus’ justice, 
kindness, peace & wisdom is good news indeed!

Blessings, Pastor Dave

Holiday Schedule 

We will not have Sunday School on 
December 29th due to the holidays but 
worship will be at our regular time. Pastor 
Dave will be around during the week between 
Christmas and New Years so if you have any 
pastoral emergencies, please call him on the 
church cell phone.

Street Medic Collection 

During the month of December, we will be 
collecting supplies for Beloved House's 
Street Medic Ministry. Their presence on 
the streets of our city and in the camps of 
the homeless is vital this time of year, 
especially when temperatures drop below 
freezing. Here is a list of supplies that are 
needed: Hothands, Emergency blankets 
(foil), Sterno, Cold Medicine (pills), 
Ibuprofen, Cough Drops, Kleenex, and 
Emergen-C Packets.

Youth Shopping Trip 

ASLC's Youth will go shopping for supplies 
for the Street Medics on Sun, Dec 8th, 
after the Congregational Meeting. We'll 
meet at the Asheville Mall Food Court and 
go from there. We will have $250 to spend 
but if we get the Thriven Action Grant we 
will be able to double this amount!

Christmas Eve Worship 

This is just a reminder to bring cookies 
and other snacks with you when you come 
to worship on Christmas Eve, Dec 24, 
7:00pm, for our reception after worship. 
It's always a festive occasion and is 
enjoyed by members and visitors alike!

Spirnt Baptism 

Sun, Dec 29th, we will be baptizing Jenna 
and Vadim Spirnts daughter. Jenna is the 
daughter of Jim and Leah Usedom and it 
will be great to have the whole family 
there to join us in this celebration.
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Birthdays 

Sherry Prazich 15
John Corkran 16
Amy Barrett 26
Michael Dawn Crook 27

Anniversaries 

None listed.

If you'd like your birthday or anniversary to 
be published, please give these dates to 
Pastor Dave. Tank you!

Rescue Mission Coat Drive 

Thanks to everyone who volunteered and/or 
baked cookies for this year's coat drive. We 
served over 100 clients, finding them warm 
coats for the winter months.
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