
December 1, 2016

Pastor’s Column 
     Take a breath, it’s Christmas! No, seriously, take a 
breath! The world around us invites us to engage in a 
flurry of activities where we try to outspend and out-busy 
each other. Refuse the invitation. Instead, make a pledge 
to take a “technology sabbath” at least once a week 
during the month of December.

     What is a technology sabbath? It’s a day when we 
power down our computers, put our cell phones on mute 
and turn our televisions off. In place of these devices, we 
pledge to spend the day doing any activity that involves 
real human interaction and also nurtures our souls.

     I know the thought of doing this is scary for some of 
us but our sense of well-being depends on it. In fact, as I 
write this column at Mountain Mojo there is a couple at 
the table next to me who haven’t said a word to each 
other for at least half an hour! One is gazing intently at 
his cell phone. The other is working on her computer. It 
makes me want to go other to their table, throw [con’t p,2]

Christmas Feast 

Our annual Christmas Feast 
will be Sun, Dec 11th, 
5:00pm.  A sign up sheet is 
in the narthex so we know 
how many are going to 
attend.  Please indicate 
whether you’re bringing a 
salad, side dish or dessert to 
share.  We’re also looking 
for folks to cook a turkey 
breast or ham. 

Christmas Eve Worship 

The Christmas Eve Candle 
Light Worship Service will be 
on Saturday, Dec 24th, 
7:00pm.  Please bring a 
plate of cookies to share at 
the reception after the 
service.  Drinks will be 
provided.   

Treasurer’s Report 

                                Oct 2016                      
Income                     $9,092.56   
Expenses                  - 9,330.15 
Net Income                -$237.59 

YTD Net Income = -$3,175.90 

      Sincerely, Bob Lierman
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United in Christ.  Welcoming All.
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[from p.1] their devices on the floor and 
scream at the top of my lungs,“For the love of 
God, talk to each other!”

     Now I know that makes me sound like an 
“old fogey” but I think we humans are 
becoming starved for real human interaction. 
In fact, a study published by The Public 
Library of Science has proved that the more 
someone uses Facebook, the less satisfied 
they are with their life.

     So, here are some ideas of what we can 
do during our technology sabbath: 1) Make a 
lunch date with a friend you haven’t seen in a 
while, 2) Get in the kitchen, bake something 
from scratch and invite your neighbor over for 
coffee and treats 3) Look in that box of art 
supplies you stuck in the basement, find a 
friend, and together, do something fun with 
them, 4) If it snows, go take a long walk out in 
nature with your spouse, 5) Plan a board 
game and pizza night with the family.

     These are just a few suggestions. I’m sure 
you will come up with some of your own. Any 
activity that helps us to connect with other 
people or gets us in touch with our creative 
side will do just fine. The point is to invite our 
inner child to come out and play. We need 
more joy and wonder in our lives so let’s get 
out there and claim it for ourselves as well as 
those we love.

     Speaking of which, there’s a dog back 
home whose bladder is about to burst. It’s 
time for me to finish this column, take Shiloh 
to the Dog Park and join him in a rousing 
game of “catch the ball.” It’s his favorite 
activity and it has become one of mine as 
well!  

Blessings, Pastor Dave

Tree Decorating @ ASLC 

Saturday, Dec 3rd, 10:00am, we will 
decorate ASLC's worship space for 
Christmas including the tree. Come help 
us make our sanctuary sparkle!
Refreshments will be provided.

December Church Council Meeting 

Mission Teams will not meet but we will 
have a special Church Council meeting on 
Mon, Dec 12, 7:00pm for the purpose of 
looking at pledges received and reviewing 
the 2017 budget.

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sun, Dec 18, 12:00pm will be our annual 
congregational meeting for the purpose of 
approving the 2017 budget, Copies of the 
budget are available in the narthex. If you 
have any questions, please contact Harold 
Sweitzer or John Corkran.

Christmas Day & New Year's Day 

On Christmas Day we will have a special 
worship service of carols, poetry and more 
as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
Worship will be at 11:00am and there is no 
Sunday School. Wear your jammies if you 
like!

On New Year's Day we will have worship 
at 11:00am and there will be no Sunday 
School as well.

Christmas Week 

While the office will be closed during the 
week between Christmas and New Year's 
Day, Pastor Dave will be in town and is 
available for any pastoral emergencies 
you may have during that time. 505-5229.
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Clothing for BeLoved House 

We are still looking for donations of gently 
used casual clothing for BeLoved House. 
There is a box in the narthex. We will also 
welcome warm socks, gloves, etc. as well as 
warm Winter coats.

Birthdays 

Sherry Prazich 15
John Corkran 16
Amy Barrett 26
Michael Dawn Martoccio 27

Anniversaries 

Raymond & Doris Wright 
12/20/1952

If your birthday or anniversary is missing 
from this list, please give it to Pastor Dave 
so we can include it next year.  Thanks!

Angel Votives 

Here's a picture of the angel votives we 
made as decorations for ASLC. Thanks to all 
who helped!


