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Pastor’s Column 
In the morning, while it was still very dark, Jesus got up 
and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.—
Mk 1:35 NRSV
     Yep, that's me in the picture above petting a wild 
kangaroo on my recent trip to Australia. These sweet 
creatures captured my heart and are now one of my 
favorite animals. Consequently, I didn't eat any kangaroo 
meat in Australia because once you've gazed deeply into 
those beautiful dark eyes you'll never be the same!  
     Australia was a very restorative place for me. For two 
weeks Gary and I, along with our friends, immersed 
ourselves in the beauty and wonder of New South Wales. 
We got up close and personal with a koala and were 
serenaded by Kookaburras each morning. We saw one 
breath-taking vista after another and discovered plants 
we had never seen before. We went whale watching in 
Nelson Bay and tasted sumptuous wines in Hunter 
Valley. All of these experiences, and many more, had a 
restorative effect on both of us. It left me feeling renewed 
in body, mind and spirit. [con't. p.2]

Pritchard Park Breakfast 

We are feeding the home- 
less at Pritchard Park on Sun, 
Aug 14, 9:00am. We will 
prepare the breakfast on 
Sat, Aug 13, 10:00am. There 
is a sign up sheet in the 
narthex for volunteers and 
donations of food. Thank 
you for supporting this 
important ministry which is 
shared with a number of 
churches in our area. 

Treasurer’s Report 

                                 Jun 2016                      
Income                       $7434.69 
Expenses                 - 10,292.17 
Net Income              -$2,857.48 

YTD Net Income (Jan-Jun) =          
- $2037.23 

NOTE: June was a tough 
month in terms of giving and 
expenses. Don't forget the 
work of the church continues 
while we're all on vacation. 
Thanks for your support of 
ASLC 

      Sincerely, Bob Lierman

ASLC NEWS 
United in Christ.  Welcoming All.
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[from p.1] I also took a technology sabbath, 
leaving the church cell phone with Jennifer. 
I only checked Facebook once a day in 
order to write about our adventures and 
check in with my family. 
     During this time I also heard the news of 
sorrowful situations in our world such as 
Nice and Turkey. But my time apart 
remedied me that in spite of the bad things 
that happen our our world, There is much 
that is good and beautiful and wonderful. 
These are the kinds of things a 24-hour a 
day news cycle rarely covers, unless it 
involves cute cat videos! 
     I share this with you because there are 
several places in the gospels where it 
mentioned that Jesus went to a deserted 
place by himself in order to pray. I define 
the word "deserted" not as "solitary" but as 
"away from the worries and responsibilities 
of life." This is a regular activity for Jesus 
and he encouraged his disciples to do the 
same."
     Spending time apart in prayer, contem- 
plation, relaxation and rest are important 
spiritual practices. We all need time to rest 
and recharge or, trust me, we will suffer the 
consequences. We know from the gospels, 
that Jesus had lots of people tugging on 
him nearly every moment of the day. If it 
wasn't the crowds asking for healing,it was 
the disciples who asked one question after 
another. Jesus knew it was important to 
spend time apart from our day-to-day lives. 
And if Jesus needed to do this, we most 
certainly need to do this as well.
     I hope you are finding some time during 
the summer months to go to a "lonely 
place" away from the stress of our normal 
routines. It is the greatest gift we can give 
to ourselves, those we love, and the world 
around us.

Blessings,
Pastor Dave

Summer Yard Projects 

Pastor Dave has a few yard projects 
planned for this summer. These include 
repainting the ramp, painting the spokes on 
the bridge, and cleaning the mold from the 
front of the church. We will keep you posted 
but, in the meantime, if you can donate a 
morning or afternoon, please let him know 
and he will stare you toward a project.

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays
Jim Long   1
Blair Usedom 15
Tim Blayney                        29

Anniversaries
Bob & Dawn Lierman 8/18/1995
Eldon Thomas & Edna Campos 8/22/1987

If we do not have your birthday and/or 
anniversary, please give them to Pastor 
Dave so we can include them next year!

Season of Creation 

During the month of September we are 
going to do something different by observing 
an alternative lectionary called the Season 
of Creation. This new set of reading allows 
us to focus on our relationship with both the 
Creator and creation itself. Check out their 
web site: www.seasonofcreation.com
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ASLC Hike in September 

Mark your calendar. ASLC is going hiking on Saturday, 
Sept 17. We are still putting together the details for the trip 
so stay tuned for more info!

Pictures from Brats, Burgers & Beer! 


