
January 1, 2015

Pastor’s Column 
I must admit that being a grandfather is the most 
awesome job description on the planet!  Mallory is a ray 
of sunshine in my life who has taught me a great deal 
about joy and wonder.  Take, for instance, the Fisher-
Price nativity set her Pap-pap [that’s me] and Pap-paw 
[that’s Gary] bought her this Advent.  We weren’t there 
when she opened it but, thanks to modern technology, a 
video was sent our way via cell phone.  

 Not only was she excited when she opened it, but as 
soon as she heard the music emanating from the star on 
top of the stable she began dancing around the room.  
When the music stopped, she hit the “go” button and 
started dancing again!

I don’t know how many times she did this.  I only saw the 
first two!  However, the simple joy of carols playing and 
baby Jesus in all his plastic splendor set her to dancing 
with pure joy.  When was the last time any of us adults 
did THAT?   [con’t p.2]
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Worship Volunteers 

Below is a list of what is 
involved in various worship 
leadership tasks. Please 
consider volunteering. 

Greeters - You’re the first 
contact for members and new 
visitors alike.  You hand out 
bulletins and welcome 
everyone warmly. 

Readers - You read both the 
first and second lessons.  
Pastor Dave e-mails these to 
you early in the week. 

Worship Assistant - Leads the 
Prayers, Offering, Offering 
Prayer, and assists Pastor Dave 
with communion.  Pastor will 
train you how to do this.! 

Ushers - Pass out and collect 
the offering plates, help people 
get to communion and light 
the candles if needed. 

Treasurer’s Report 

                               Nov 2014                      
Income                   $10,175.51     
Expenses                   -9,829.71 
Net Income               +$345.80 

 Sincerely, Doris Wright 

ASLC NEWS 
United in Christ.  Welcoming All.
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 [from p.1]  Mallory reminds me that even 
though our world can be a scary place, life 
is precious and beautiful and wonderful.  It 
should awaken a sense of wonder and set 
our feet to dancing, too.  Is it any wonder 
Jesus said “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not stop them; for it is to such 
as these that the kingdom of heaven 
belongs.”  [Mt 19:14]

My wish for all of us in this New Year is that 
God will awaken a sense of wonder and joy 
in al of us.  I hope I’ll find some of that 
wonder on my trip to Jerusalem as I walk 
the lands where Jesus walked.  This is 
something I’ve wanted to do for a very long 
time.  I’ve studied these ancient texts for my 
entire life so to finally see these places with 
my own eyes will be an unforgettable 
experience.  I promise to take lots of 
pictures and will share them with you when 
I return.

But while I’m gone, take the stillness of the 
month of January to renew yourself, to walk 
out in nature, and to recapture a sense of 
wonder and joy.  There is STILL much in 
our world that is amazing to behold.  Let us 
get in touch with our inner child who 
constantly invites us to come out and play!

Blessings! Pastor Dave
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Pastor Dave in Israel 

Pastor Dave and Gary will be on an academic 
study trip of Israel Jan 1-14.  Stops along the 
way include Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Galilee and more.  The trip is led by Dr. Monte 
Luker who is professor of Old Testament at 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Columbia.  
Bishop Leonard Bolick will also be on the trip.
     If you’re at Mission Hospital while he is 
away, ask your nurse for a visit from one of 
the chaplains.  Rev. Mark Fitzsimmons from 
Lutheran Church of the Nativity will help 
arrange for a funeral if there is a need for one 
or other pastoral emergencies.  The church 
phone is 684-0352.
 
WC Rescue Mission Toilettries 

You may have noticed a box in the narthex 
that appeared in December.  We are collecting 
hotel sized toiletries for Western Carolina 
Rescue Mission’s new women and children’s 
shelter.  We will be collecting these throughout 
the winter.  Please contact Linda Butera for 
more information.
 
Pritchard Park in February 

Save the date!  We will be doing the Pritchard 
Park breakfast on Sunday, Feb 22nd.  There 
will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex mid-
January for this event.  Set up for the 
breakfast will be Saturday, Feb 21st, 10:00am.
 
Food For Fairview 

Pastor Dave presented the director of Food 
For Fairview with a pre-paid VISA card of 
$250 that was a part of our fundraiser for the 
organization that was sponsored through 
Thrivent’s new Action Team program.  When 
we have a final total of donations collected 
we’ll publish it in next month’s newsletter.

Address Correction 

Sarah Bolick’s address was 
incomplete in the latest Directory.  Her 
full address is: 26 E. Larchmont Rd, 
Apt 222, Asheville, NC  28804.

Thank You from Pastor Dave 

Pastor Dave would like to thank every-
one for their Christmas gifts and words 
of cheer during the holiday season!
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Birthdays 

Doris Wright   3
Sean Blayney              3
Irene Sayers   5
Meara Cunningham 10
Marjorie Sullivan 23
Mary Barrett 28

Anniversaries 

John & Toni Corkran 1/4/1963

If your birthday or anniversary is missing from 
this list, please give it to Pastor Dave so we 
can include it next year.  Thanks!

Christmas @ ASLC 

Our German-style Advent wreath


